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Objective

The Interoperability Services Task Group works on improving access to and interactive use of spatial data to enhance data sharing and support decision-making through international standards and specifications. 

Task Group Membership

FAO and UNEP where nominated to manage Task Group 4 at the 5th Plenary Meeting in Geneva. Currently the TG membership stands as:

· Jeroen Ticheler (FAO) -TG Manager

· Mick Wilson (UNEP) –TG Manager

No other members were listed as part of the task group at the last meeting. Membership will need to be re-established during the sixth meeting to include interest groups and key individuals from UN agencies involved in interoperability issues.  

List of Tasks

· Discover what services we have (standard based service catalogue);

· Provide or access to good reference documents;

· Implementation of a UNGIWG Metadata profile;

· To start review of requirement for feature level metadata;

· Start looking at the issues of copyright and intellectual property (not necessarily in the context of this task group);

Activities

Although TG4 has not been very active as a TG over the last year, several developments in the realm of interoperable services have taken place through its members that are worth to be mentioned here. Furthermore, tasks assigned to the TG4 have been dealt with within these multi-lateral collaborations and are as such relevant to be reflected in this report.

Documentation

A technical “Developing Spatial Data Infrastructures: The SDI Cookbook” has been developed by the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI). The document can be downloaded from http://www.gsdi.org/

The Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) provides cookbooks and many other relevant documentation related to the development of an interoperable SDI at http://www.opengeospatial.org

A community website to support the GeoNetwork opensource software users, administrators and developers has been created and content is developed on a continuing basis. Pages with a focus on GIS and Remote Sensing related links are part of the website.

Metadata profile

The ISO19139 implementation standard for ISO19115 metadata has been released as final draft in September 2005 and is waiting for comments and final approval. Transforming of the draft ISO19115 profile proposed at earlier meetings has therefore not been done. 

The below mentioned GeoNetwork workshop held in May 2005 indicated the need to develop a set of base metadata templates to be used for different data types and under different working situations. These would also include templates for feature level metadata. It is foreseen that these will be developed during the coming year.

Collaboration on interoperable catalogues

Several events have taken place throughout the year involving among others FAO, OCHA, UNEP, WFP and WHO in collaboration with partner organizations that focused on the exchange of metadata and data between the organizations.

GeoNetwork workshop
A user requirements and evaluation meeting was organized by WFP and FAO. The meeting focused on the evaluation of the Spatial Data Management frameworks as they are set up by the different agencies, based on the GeoNetwork opensource software. The meeting was held on 9-13 May 2005 in FAO-HQ-Rome. The participating agencies were FAO, WFP, UNEP, WHO, OCHA, CGIAR (IWMI) and the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Outcomes of the meeting were among others: 

- The establishment of a steering committee for GeoNetwork opensource consisting of members of the participating UN agencies (FAO, WFP, UNEP, WHO, OCHA). A TOR for this committee will be drafted by FAO and WFP. 

- A letter of intent to share public spatial metadata and data across the network will be written for the agencies to sign. 

- Further developments related to each agency’s Spatial Data Infrastructure would be coordinated through the collaboration wherever possible.

OCHA GeoNetwork workshop

A two days workshop focusing on the implementation and use of GeoNetwork opensource in the context of emergency operations was held in September in New York. 

Upcoming CGIAR-UNEP workshop

A workshop on GeoNetwork opensource, UNEP.net and CGIAR-CSI is planned to take place by the end of 2005.

Copyright and intellectual property

OCHA has started a discussion with GSDI on this topic. The concept of developing a Geographic Commons license in parallel to the Creative Commons license agreement is pursued in this context. The idea is that a common license, adopted by all member agencies would provide an easier sharing of spatial data in the public domain.
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